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FOREWORD

This report is presented to the Chairman of the Board of the Combined Emergency
Services Foundation, following the award of a study scholarship to investigate road
accident rescue in Europe.

The original objectives of this study tour were to visit emergency services in Europe, to
examine the following factors, with respect to road rescue in general and heavy rescue
in particular:

The status of training;
The techniques used for training and rescue; and
The equipment used.

During the course of the tour I visited rescue services, which in all cases were fire
services, and manufacturing and distribution companies in:

England;
Scotland;
France;
Holland; and
Germany.

In all cases I was warmly received. I also attended the First World Extrication 92
conference. This conference not only included an information seminar, but also an
extrication competition, with representatives from seven countries around the world
taking part. I also attended a basic tool maintenance course on Lukas rescue tools,
while in Scotland.

Throughout all of the visits I was able to build a perspective on training, techniques and
equipment, as used and produced in Europe. That information is presented in this
report. The report is divided into a number of sections, each relating to visits
undertaken and information on a similar topic. They are not necessarily in the order in
which the visits took place.

In addition to the information presented in this report, in excess of 100 35mm slides and
3 hours of video footage were generated to support presentations on the material. Some
siX training videos on a range of subjects were also acquired, together with details of
other training tapes. This will result in the production of a number of short training
packages on specific topics.

As with all such investigative exercises, the information collected often exceeds that
originally sought. This has certainly been the case in this instance, and I have
attempted to detail as much as possible. In a number of instances, the information
obtained will hopefully stimulate interest, discussion and possibly consideration of the
review of organisational procedures.

Cover Photographs:

| Gloucestershire Fire Rescue Service, England: Emergency Tender.
2 Wiltshire Fire Service Rescue Team competing at the 1992 British National Extrication
Competition (Winners of the 1991 competition).



















































































































































































































































































































































